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GOVERNOR GENERAL TO DEDICATE MEMORIAL 
 

Her Excellency, Ms Quentin Bryce AC, Governor-
General of the Commonwealth of Australia, has 
accepted an invitation to dedicate the National 
Service Memorial at the Australian War Memorial on 
Wednesday, 8 September 2010. 
 
She told members of the National Executive during a 
courtesy call at Government House: òI would be 
honouredó.   She will be accompanied by her husband, 
Mr. Michael Bryce AM AE, who is an Air Force National 
Serviceman ð the third, with Bill Hayden and Dr. Peter 
Hollingworth, to occupy Government House in Canberra.   
 
Planning is well advanced for the Dedication which will 
include a reception at Parliament House on the afternoon 
of 7 September; a parade in Anzac Parade on 8 
September and the dedication service. 
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BIG MATERIALS COSTS 
INCREASES HIT BUDGET 
 
From a hole in the ground to 

our National Memorial ð work 
is underway on our site at the 
Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra but we need your 
help again. 
 

The Memorial itself, costing 
$500,000, is fully funded but 
we need more funds for 
running costs such as the 
parade and dedication on 
Wednesday, 8 September 2010. 
We raised $566,119.92. The 
architectõs 2006 estimate for 
the Memorial was $267,489 
which when escalated to 2009 
pricing, stood at $382,300. 
 
This would have left us adequate funds for administering the project; dedication costs; meetings 
with the Australian War Memorial, Government Ministers and departments, the Mint, Australia 
Post, Channel 7 and so on. However, the unprecedented rise of almost 13% a year in materials 
and labour costs in the then world-wide boom, has eaten up our reserve. 
 



MATERIAL AND LABOUR 
COSTS ALMOST DOUBLE 
 
The National Council, when planning began 
in 2004, allowed an annual escalation of 6% 
on materials and other costs. However, the 
world-wide economic boom increased costs 
dramatically by 12% to 12.75% a year, 
including Australia.  
 

We could have cut costs significantly by 
importing the Memorial materials and bronze 
castings but we agree with the Australian 
War Memorialõs policy that only Australian 
materials will be used. Apart from material 
costs there also are architectural and 
consultants fees such as the fountain 
engineering designer.  
 

National Council has applications underway 
for grants from a number of Government 
sources but until we receive them, we need 
interim funds.   
 

The Councilõs ordinary meetings and 
business are not funded from the Memorial 
Fund but by the annual capitation fees from 
State Branches. The Memorial Fund has 
separate Trustees, Treasurer and Auditor.  
 
I point out that National Council and 
Executive members are meeting many of 
their own costs themselves.  
 
National Council asks each sub-Branch to 
donate another $500 to the National 
Service Memorial fund. 

The table below sets out what we received 
and how it has been spent to date:  
 

CASH FLOW REPORT 
Period 4/01/06 through 30/06/09 

Category Description $ Value 

  

INFLOWS   

Government Grant 150,000.00 

Independent Donations 347,812.07 

Interest Received 24,984.86 

Nat. Raffle & Donations 42,196.79 

Sub-Branch Collections 126.20 

TOTAL INFLOWS $566,119.92 

  

OUTFLOWS   

Admin. Accom. Travel 39,000.00 

Refund to Nat. Council 
and VIC Branch 

3,658.51 

Raffle Costs 13,593.73 

TOTAL OUTFLOWS $56,252.24 

  

 $509,867.68 

RECEPTION, PARADE AND DEDICATION SERVICE DETAILS 
 
Following an inspection of the area and discussions with the Parliament House 
authorities, Australian War Memorial, ACT authorities, Police, Government departments 
and so on, the National Executive will recommend to National Council the following 
arrangements: 
 
 

RECEPTION 
 
 ̧Numbers at the Parliament House reception will be limited to 1,000 - or 500 couples - due 

to space limitations. 
 
 ̧Places will be allocated to State Branches and kindred organisations on a pro rata basis. In 

the case of the NSAA, State Branches will allot their individual quotas.  Dress will be blazer, 
white or blue shirt, tie, grey slacks and black shoes or lounge suit. Miniature medals will be 
worn but not headwear. 



 ̧Security is tight and buses will transport you to and from Parliament House and the War 
Memorial. 

 
 

PARADE 
 
 ̧The parade will assemble in Anzac Avenue at 9a.m. and step off at 10a.m. This will allow 

time at the fall-out point for marchers, including the disabled, to move to their seating 
around the National Service Memorial. 

 
 ̧The parade will be led by the National Servicemenõs Memorial Pipes and Drums 

 
 ̧It will be controlled by National Vice President, Bill Dabner and marshals provided by the 

NSAA and kindred organisations.  The Parade Marshal would welcome the assistance of 

former RSMs and CSMs as marshals. 
 
 ̧This is a formal parade. Dress will be as for the Parliament House reception but with your 

large medals. Berets, where appropriate, will be worn. There should be only one beret badge 
and coat badges should be limited to two. 

 
 ̧The parade is for National Servicemen only. You will be marshaled and step off in order of 

the year of call-up, in companies of 100, depending on numbers.  
 
 ̧Only the National flag will be carried plus year placards. 

 
 ̧The National flag has been made by Ron Strachan in Darwin in satin with gold fringes on a 

polished staff surmounted by a map of Australia.  
 
Wheelchairs will be included in the parade companies but under the NSAAõs duty of care must 
be accompanied by a competent carer. Anzac Parade is steep and the roadway across the face 
of the Australian War Memorial past the saluting base is gravel. There also is a steep bank to 
be surmounted from the fall-out area to the Memorial.  
 
This is why extra time has been allowed for the parade itself. 
   
National Servicemen in wheelchairs must inform the National Secretary by December 1 this 
year of their intent to march and the name of their carer. Other disabled National Servicemen 

intending to take part in the parade must also inform the National Secretary by 1 December so 
arrangements can be made for transport along the route. 
 
 ̧National Servicemen are 

asked to form into their 
companies as quickly as 
possible and to heed the 
instructions of the marshals. 

 
 ̧Each company will step off in 

turn with the 1951 contingent 
leading and the other years 
stepping off in turn at the 
command of their marshals. 

 
 ̧The parade will turn left into 

Limestone Avenue and then 
right to negotiate the narrow 
entrance to the AWM roadway 
past the saluting dais. 

 
 

National Executive members, Rene Fohler, Earle Jennings, Bill 
Dabner and Eric Beutel, inspect the assembly point in Anzac Parade.   



 ̧There will be markers before and after the saluting dais for the eyes left and eyes front. 
 
 ̧When you reach the end of the parade at the fall -out area, donõt stop to talk or look 

around but move  smartly up the hill to your seating in the colour coded sections .  
 
 ̧Fill seats up from the back, not the first one you come to. Your common sense will make it 

easier for everyone.  
 
 ̧Expect tight security on the day particularly in the vicinity of the National Service Memorial. 
The seating will be controlled by the Australian War Memorial and you wonõt be able to 
stake out a seat beforehand. However, your colour coded card will enable a partner to be 
seated. 

 
 ̧There will be an Order of Service on your seat and you are asked to follow its directions 

during the ceremony. 
 
 ̧Canberra can be cold in September so dress warmly. If it rains, the Parade and Service will 

continue so pack a raincoat or small umbrella just in case. 
 
 ̧Remember those who didnõt come back or have died since. On this solemn day, they deserve 

your dignity as the nation formally recognises your service. 
 
You can get updates on planning for the Reception, Parade and Dedication at 
www.nashoaustralia.com.au 
 
 

DHA TRIBUNAL SAYS NO 
 
The Defence Honours and Awards Appeals 
Tribunal has ruled against the NSAA in a test case 
over the refusal of the Australian Defence Medal  
to a member.     
 
The Association appealed on behalf of a member of our 
founding Committee, Lawrie Asgill, of Queensland. 
Lawrie  was one of several thousand National 
Servicemen discharged by the expedient of 

ôexceptional hardship õ when the newly elected 
Whitlam Government in December 1972 fulfilled an 
election commitment to abolish National Service. 
The NSAA argued that the Government had 
terminated his service and that ôexceptional hardshipõ 
implied a medical condition so the Defence Department 
could not have it both ways. 
 
However, the Tribunal ruled that National Servicemen had the option to continue their service 
to fulfil their obligation or take an immediate discharge. It ruled that Mr. Asgill had not elected 
to continue.  
 
The Association does not agree with the ruling, but accepts that it has exhausted all avenues of 
appeal in Lawrieõs case. It has been made clear that the Parliamentary Secretary in charge of 
the Tribunal will not overrule its decisions without a compelling cause. Ministers of both the 
previous and present Governments also have made it clear that eligibility for the Australian 
Defence Medal will not be widened beyond the existing definitions of qualifying service.  The 
appeal for Lawrie was not the only case the Tribunal rejected. It had a large number of other 
appeals but largely upheld existing policy in all but a few of many cases before it.  
 
Another test case will be brought shortly for a 1950s National Serviceman who injured his wrist 
and was discharged medically unfit while carrying out the CMF component of his obligation. 

http://www.nashoaustralia.com.au


He has the ANSM but has been refused the 
Australian Defence Medal  on the grounds he 
ôdid not complete his obligationõ.  
 
The Association brings test cases where a 
ruling affects a group of National Servicemen. 
It does not have the means or resources to 
handle individual cases. These must be 
brought by the National Serviceman himself. 
This involves marshalling all available 
evidence and documents; photocopying 
originals; providing a written summary of the 
grounds for the appeal and then submitting 

it to the Tribunal at Defence Honours and 
Awards Tribunal Locked Bag 7765 
CANBERRA BUSINESS CENTRE ACT 2610 . If 
you wish to appear before the Tribunal 
include that in your application but you will 
be responsible for your own travel and 
accommodation costs. 
 
 

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
SERVICE MEDAL 
 

Members of the National Executive met with 
the new Director of Honours and Awards, 
Mr.Pat Clarke, in Canberra in July. DHA 
handles the processing of all applications for 
medals and their issue.  
 

The time from approval to issue of medals 
now has been cut to three months.  As at 
July 30 this year, a total of 123,673 ANSMs 
have been issued However, only about half 
the eligible National Servicemen have applied 

for the Anniversary of National Service 1951 -
1972 Medal . Even now, eight years after its 
issue many National Servicemen are not 
aware they are eligible for the award. The 
take-up rate amongst NSAA members is close 
to 100%. 
 
If you havenõt got your ANSM and if you 
qualify for the ADM, donõt delay in applying, 
particularly if you are planning to attend the 
Parade and Dedication of the National Service 
Memorial on Wednesday, 8 September 2010.  
Remember the rule that the large medal(s) 
are worn during the day and the miniatures 
at night. Ribbon bars should only be worn on 
a uniform.  Itõs wise to buy a set of replicas 
and keep your originals for special occasions. 
DHA does not replace lost originals.  
 

During the Dedication parade on 8 
September National Servicemen are asked to 

wear only their own medals because this is a 
National Service ceremony. And a tip from 
the experts ð donõt polish your medals unless 
it becomes really necessary. If you remove 
the original patina, you will have to keep 
polishing your awards. 
 

 

THE NATIONAL SERVICE 
HONOUR ROLL  
 

How many National Servicemen died on 
active service in Borneo and Vietnam?  The 

answer is 218, not 212 but Branches wonõt 
have to change their Memorials. 
 
New research has revealed that six 1950s 
National Servicemen who enlisted in the 
regular Army after their call-up were killed in 
Vietnam. They were amongst those who saw 
active service in Malaya, Korea, Borneo and 
Vietnam. However, they were not called up 
for Borneo or Vietnam and had regular Army 
numbers. 
 
The NSAAõs National Media Officer, after a 
yearõs work, has updated the Brief History of 
National Service but also has amalgamated 
the alphabetical and chronological Honour 
Rolls into one with brief biographies but even 
more importantly with photographs of all but 
six of the 218.  
 
He also has compiled a new register of 
National Service graves in Australia, Malaysia 
and Singapore. The new Brief History and 
Biographies will be incorporated into a 
booklet for the Dedication of the National 
Service Memorial on 8 September 2010. This 
is a sample entry: 
 

1732186Morrison Dayle W, 22, 
of Maleny, Queensland, was a 
timekeeper and pay clerk when 
called up on July 13, 1966. He 
was posted to 2RAR as a 
rifleman private and was killed 

on January 26, 1968 during an enemy 
contact in Bien Hoa Province. 
 
 

A HOLE-HEARTED PROJECT 
 
The Eastern Precinct project at the 
Australian War Memorial is proceeding 
with great speed.  The National Service 
Memorial will be the centre-piece. 



The work began immediately after Anzac Day this year and is due to be finished by Anzac Day 
2010. Construction of our Memorial will begin in late November or early December.  
 
The first photo looks over the excavation down towards Anzac Parade. The National Service 
Memorial will be approximately between the two orange machines working in the foreground. 
 

These photos 
show the 
concrete floor 
and the 
columns and 
formwork for 
the next level 
of the 
underground 
car park. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Memorial 
and the new 
restaurant will 
be sited on the 
ôlidõ of the car 
park.   

 
The inscription on the National Service Memorial will read: 

 

Dedicated to all Australian National Servicemen  
and in memory of those who died.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 
Go to our National website www.nashoaustralia.org.au 

for this and all future Presidentõs Bulletins and other 
Dedication information and updates. 

http://www.nashoaustralia.org.au

